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Commodore’s Report

Racine Yacht Club Racine, Wisconsin

“For the encouragement and promotion of yachting 
and the creation of a spirit of good fellowship…”

(RYC Constitution, Article II)

REEF POINT
October 2010

Mark your calendar: October 16 – Haulout  

October 30 – Halloween Party 

Boating season is about over. Where did the summer go?
Racing, cruising, canoeing, kayaking, motor boating, sailing
class?  There was certainly enough to do and I hope everyone
enjoyed 2010. It was definitely hot enough, actually felt like
summer for a change.

Our final race for the season, The Blue Nose was sailed in some
very challenging conditions.  A little bit of everything – thunder,
lightening, hail, wind, calm, waves and flat water. You name it,
we had it...except for snow. The Shrimp Boil, which followed
racing was a great success. Thank you to everyone who helped
and participated.

Thanks also to the Star fleet. They were back on the water
Sunday to get the race marks out, cleaned and stored. Nice job!

Work is progressing in earnest on the north retaining wall and
should be complete for haul out. Masts are being pulled on
Friday, October 15 and boats will be hauled out the following
day, Saturday, October 16. If you are pulling boats, you are
expected to “lend a hand” until the final docks are pulled. It is a
group effort for your benefit. Be part of the team for the whole
game, and be careful. Sorry I won’t be there – Raised By Wolves
and crew will be in Tennessee for a little late season S2 7.9 racing.

If you missed the September General Membership Meeting here
is a brief discussion on the survey results. We had approx 140
responses. That is about 50% of our membership, which is really
good. Overall membership is pleased with the Club and Club
members. The biggest area of concern is “value for the dollar /
prices” and quality of service in the dining room and bar. The
House Director and Flag Officers will be addressing this in the
very near future. Over 50% use the Club twice a week or more.
Other observations made: Members would like to see an
increase in winter activities and sailboats for member use.
Charlie Manning has started a family sailing program and
Entertainment will work on winter activities. As for non-
member use of the Club, we performed a 3-week survey and
found very few non-member/guest/visiting yachtsmen in the
Club. It is the decision of the board to manage that on a case by
case basis. We strongly encourage and value the interclub
relations we have and will continue with our current policy. It is

encouraging to note that many respondents realize that growth
of membership lies hand in hand with the future of the Club.

Some interesting facts: average age of members is 63, average
age for joining is 44 and average length of time as a member is
19 years (thanks to Kim for the data). 

Please remember this is a members' club. It was built and is
maintained with the hard work, dedication and skills of our
membership. In order to keep the cost of membership at a
reasonable level that type of participation needs to continue and
grow. We can use your skills in house, yard or pier work,
planning, marketing and parties just to name a few. Come on
and get involved. We are working up to our 100th anniversary
in 2016. Let’s make sure we get there in style.

All in all as I look back on the 2010 boating season, it was a very
good year!

Peace! Out! —  Mark Rode, Commodore

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP!
5th Annual Vendor Fair 

Wine Tasting and Raffle at RYC

November 13th, 12pm to 4pm 

RYC fall clothing line, Tupperware, 
Mary’s Boutique from New Glarus, 

John’s Canned Goods, Sandals by Sue,
Senseria, Tastefully Simple,Wildtree, 

Wine Accessories 
and much more!!



From the September Board meeting minutes:

Treasurer Frank Randall presented the
August financial statement commenting
that Maritime catering sales are up due to
the volume of activities at the Club in
August. Randall led a discussion on
expenses incurred during large regatta
events. Some reimbursements have not yet
been posted, but events should at least
break even. This is the reason for the net
income showing a loss in August.

VICE COMMODORE’S REPORT  
No report. Cook pointed out that there was
a glowing compliment on Sailing Anarchy
from Jeremy of Surf City Racing regarding
the Catamaran Regatta.
(http://forums.sailinganarchy.com/index
.php?showtopic=111705&pid=2981241&st
=200&#entry2981241)

Office Manger Kim Shortess reported her
findings for insuring the Star model in the
foyer. After discussion, the Board advised
her to add the rider to the policy and to
investigate the cost of insuring the other
pieces of Club-owned art.

Shortess reported that Jim Rooney Jr.
arranged for the donation of various pieces
of galley equipment, which is very much
appreciated. The Board requested she send
a thank you.

Membership Secretary Jan Guthrie
presented the membership status changes:

Active to Senior: Robert and Gloria
Hagglund

Active to Non-resident: Richard Destafano

Associate to Resigned: Carol Partington

All status changes were approved.

House Director Joe McGauran reported
an estimate for maintenance of air
conditioning and heating from a new
vendor is much higher than our current
contract. Discussion followed. The Board
recommended McGauran negotiate with
the contractors for best pricing.

McGauran announced he will be building
a shed in the back galley yard to contain 
all the various items that now sit out in 
the open.

Yard Director Greg Schneberger was
asking for volunteers to help complete the
seawall project.  Shortess planned to send

out an e-mail blast with dates and times
that work parties were needed.

Schneberger requested the Board address
the smoking issues at the Club as he has
been getting requests from members for a
place to smoke once cold weather comes
in. He also requests that smokers be more
courteous of non-smokers by using the
sand-filled flower pots and ashtrays that
are scattered around the grounds.

Race Director Bob Sample announced the
Awards Banquet will be held on January
22, 2011 at Meadowbrook Country Club.

Sample thanked the race committee and all
Club members who made the regattas in
the past month so successful.

Sample led a discussion regarding a
review of the trophy case. He will form a
committee to do so.

McGauran requested a status update on
the race committee boat windlass.  Sample
assured him it is in working order.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
Power Squadron: Rench recently passed
his navigation examination. 

NEW BUSINESS  
The Long Range Planning Committee has
requested direction from the Board based
on the membership survey. After
discussion, Board members agreed to
respond in writing to the comments in the
survey that pertain to their area of
responsibility. 
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RYC News in Brief Meetings/Club Hours

See this month’s calendar on page  4
for additional coming events.
October

7 7:00pm New Member Meeting
14 7:00pm Board Meeting
21 7:30pm General Membership 

Meeting

November
4 7:00pm New Member Meeting
11 7:00pm Board Meeting
18 7:30pm General Membership 

Meeting

FALL CLUB HOURS (through
Haulout Day, Oct 16)
Mon, Tue, Thurs – 4:00 to 9:00*
Weds, Fri, Sat – 11:00 to 9:00* 
Sun – 8:00 to 7:00*
Hours will change after Haulout Day:
Monday, Tuesday – Closed
*Closing times are determined at the 
bartender’s discretion.

GALLEY HOURS
WED & FRI Lunch ..................11:00-2:00
FRIDAY Dinner ........................5:00-9:00
WED RACE Buffets ............After racing
SATURDAY Lunch .................11:00-2:00
SUNDAY Breakfast.................8:00-12:00
SUNDAY Lunch ......................12:00-2:00

OFFICE HOURS 8 AM until 2 PM

Visit RYC’s Website at www.racineyachtclub.org
for the most up-to-date information, events and race results.

Calling all Laser sailors… if you are
interested in participating in the following
laser races please contact:
Amy Cermak acermak@gmail.com  or
John Stanley windspread@hotmail.com to
receive further information.

All races will begin at 11:00 am
Sunday, October 3
Sunday, October 10
Sunday, October 17
Sunday, October 24
Sunday, October 31

Fall Laser Sailing

Limited Seating!

WISCONSIN 
BADGERS 

vs.
Northwestern

RYC’s Annual Bus
Trip to Madison –

November 27

$85 includes Food, Beer,
Wine, Soda, Coach Bus and 

Game Ticket
Contact Steve Paulson @

(312) 513-0330



“Are you ready for some … new clothes?”
New RYC clothing will be here for the 5th
Annual Vendor Fair on Saturday
November 13th from 12 - 4pm.  This is
your chance to pick up Fall/Winter items
for yourself and some early Christmas gifts
too.  A great new gift item will be our own
RYC fleece Stadium Blanket in premium
anti-pilling Land Tec fleece.  It includes a
dual buckle carry strap.  In assorted great
colors.  New for the ladies....

A mid-weight 100% polyester anti-pilling
micro fleece turtleneck.  It's a versatile
addtion to any wardrobe.  In eggplant and
charcoal.  Layer this with a fun new puffy
vest by Port Authority.  Keep the warmth
centered on your core in our new puffy
vest.  This style is great for layering over a
long sleeve shirt or under a jacket.  In
bright berry/bermuda purple and dark
slate/black.  Fun new colors of aqua,
eggplant, perwinkle and reed will be
arriving in our ladies microfleece jacket; in
13.5oz. anti-pilling brushed microfleece.

New for the men....
Designed for casual comfort, new Pebble
Fleece is textured on the outside and ultra

soft and plush on the inside.  A refined
look for corporate retreats or weekend get-
togethers.  An anti-pill finish helps to
retain their good looks.  Pebble Fleece Vest
and Pebble Fleece 1/4 Zip in dark khaki,
river blue and pewter grey.  Layer this
with our new tonal pattern easy care shirt.
A tonal pattern gives the shirt understated
character, while the wrinkle-resistant
blend takes you from the office to after-
hours with polish and style.  Watch for the
new sueded micro-texture jacket.  With an
exceptionally soft hand, this textured
microfiber jacket has a supple, sueded feel
you'll truly appreciate.  Not only smart
looking, this jacket has a light fill for
warmth.  A perfect gift idea.

"Are you ready for
some ..... new
clothes?"

5th Annual Vendor
Fair on Saturday
November 13th
from 12 - 4pm.  I'm
sure we'll have
football on too!

Clothing Corner
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Recent RYC member, Don Taylor, passed
away on Sunday, September 19th in  South
Portland, Maine. Present was his friend
Kate Hodgson, and his son Nat, and
daughters, Kit and Tori. Kate reported that
Don was comfortable and content to have
the most important people in his life
present in his last moments. 

On August 2, 2009 Don and Kate left
Racine and began a sailing voyage to South
Portland, Maine. Kate flew home to
Portland following the Lake Michigan leg
of the journey. Don spent much of the
remaining time solo sailing Whisper
through the Great Lakes, the Erie Canal,
Hudson River and north to Maine where
he lived until his untimely death. His
thoughts and musings were recorded in
yachtwhisper.blogspot.com. 

Following his trip, Don sought to re-
establish his career out east. March of this
year, Don experienced pain near his pelvis. 

And what he
thought was a
routine orthopedic
injury turned out to
be an aggressive
cancer found in his
pelvis. Radiation
therapy and
chemotherapy
proved fruitless as
the cancer spread
to his lungs and liver. 

Don will always be remembered for his
indomitable and energetic spirit. He was
always quick with a joke and had a
humorous story for practically every
situation. Don was a lifelong sailor who
grew up in rural Maine and had owned a
number of sailboats throughout his life.
Enviably, he had sailed much of the east
coast, parts of the west coast and of course
the Great Lakes. His last boat, and the 
one we are familiar with, was Whisper, the
black hulled boat originally owned by Hal
Roth, who with his wife, circumnavigated
the earth three times in over twenty years
of sailing. 

Don, in typical “Don” fashion, wished not
to have a funeral, but rather that everyone
honor his memory and celebrate life. His
ashes will be spread by his children in
areas that were special to him. Please keep
Don and his family in your thoughts and
prayers.

Submitted by Chuck Mesec

In Memoriam

Below is a list of nominated members for
the fall election of Board members. All
candidates are in good standing and meet
the requirements of the RYC Bylaws.
Nominations from the floor will also be
accepted on October 21 and the election
will be held on November 18.
Commodore............Charles E. Manning III
Vice Commodore..........Richard K. Hennig
Rear Commodore................John E. Stanley
Treasure ...............................Frank J. Randall 
Recording Secretary.............Judith E. Cook
Membership Secretary...Pamela A. Jobson
House Director..................Jared  J. Shortess
Entertainment Director.......Kurt K. Lasson
Staff Commodore.................. Mark F. Rode

Submitted by Bill F. Erdmann, Chair;  Mike
Fox and Paul Tobias, 2010 Nominating
Committee, RYC

Fall Election



RYC Calendar of Events — October
If you are aware of any dates or events that should be included in upcoming calendars, please contact the RYC office or e-mail information to the Reef Point editor. 
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CALL TODAY!   SAVE NOW!

• Come to us for Major Repairs & Overhauls
• Service Performed On/Off Site
• Ship’s Store
• Fuel Polishing Service Available
• Courteous, Skilled Staff

811 Ontario Street
Racine, WI 53402
Phone: 262-632-2724
Fax: 262-633-4681
800-637-2724
E-mail: racine@westshoreinc.com

Breakfast 
Served 
8:00-12:00
Lunch Served 
12:00-2:00 

Breakfast 
Served 
8:00-12:00
Lunch Served 
12:00-2:00 

Breakfast 
Served 
8:00-12:00
Lunch Served 
12:00-2:00 

Breakfast 
Served 
8:00-12:00
Lunch Served 
12:00-2:00 

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

CLUB
CLOSED

CLUB
CLOSED

CLUB
CLOSED

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

CLUB
CLOSED

CLUB
CLOSED

CLUB
CLOSED

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00 

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00 

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00 

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00 

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00 

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

New Member Meeting
7:00 pm

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Board Meeting
7:00 pm

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

General Membership
Meeting
7:30 pm

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Club Opens 
@ 4:00
New Member Meeting
7:00 pm

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 
11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 
5:00-9:00  

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 
11:00-2:00
Dinner Served 
5:00-9:00  
MAST PULLING DAY

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 
11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 
5:00-9:00  

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 
11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 
5:00-9:00 

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served 
11:00-2:00 
Dinner Served 
5:00-9:00 

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00

HAULOUT DAY

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00

HALLOWEEN PARTY
7:00 pm

Club Opens 
@ 11:00
Lunch Served
11:00-2:00

Breakfast 
Served 
8:00-12:00
Lunch Served 
12:00-2:00 

Club Opens 
@ 4:00

Mark Your Calendar

NOVEMBER

Upcoming Entertainment/Event Schedule
October 15 ...................Mast Pulling Day
October 16 ...........................Haulout Day
October 30 ....................Halloween Party
December 12..........Breakfast with Santa
January 22 ........Annual Awards Dinner

October brings visions of witches and
black cats, so be sure to add the RYC
Halloween Party, Oct 30, 7:00 pm to your
calendar! We’ll have Kurt Lasson and
karaoke for the brave of heart; a costume
parade with prizes; and if we’re lucky,
some fun games! There is NO admission
fee, but please bring an appetizer or
dessert to share. Questions? Call Marsha at
(262) 681-2232. BOO!

Kids are invited to come in costume to
Sunday breakfast or lunch on October 31.
We'll still have decorations up and parents
can pick up a Halloween treat for each
child from the bar, while supplies last. 

Entertainment Corner
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C O M M U N I C A T I O N S
C O M M I T T E E

Deadline for articles is
the 20th of the month
PRIOR to publication.

We like to include photos of members’ activities, so
take your camera along next time you go to the Club,
while you’re racing or cruising – or even vacationing!
Make sure you put your name on the backs of your
photos so we can give you a photo credit, and then
return them safely to you. Otherwise, digital photos
work even better – just e-mail them. You can get your
photos, news and event info to  by using the mailbox
in RYC’s office, or you can mail, fax or e-mail to: 

Reef Point Editor  One Barker Street
Racine, WI 53402  Fax (262) 634-8971

e-mail: ptobias@wi.rr.com

Marsha Connet
Reef Point Editor 

Judy Cook
Contributing Writer

Paul Tobias
Layout/Production

Gregg Henning
RYC Webmaster 

Jan Guthrie
E-mail Communications

Coordinator:

jan@janguthrie.com

Please support our 
advertisers — they support us!

Racine Riverside Marine  
950 Erie St., Racine, WI 53402 262-636-8020 fax 262-636-8022 

www.racineriverside.com e-mail: sales@racineriverside.com 
Representing Hunter Marine and Mainship Trawlers

Hunter: 31, 33, 36, 38, 41, 41DS, 44, 44DS, 45CC, 46
Mainship: 34, 39, 40, 43, Pilot 30 and Pilot 34

Riverside Marine Sales Listings     visit our website for our complete listing October 4, 2010
SAIL
50' Hunter 50 CC 2011 $ 458,273 S N S D FG Racine, WI
45' Hunter 45 CC 2008 $ 279,900 S N S D FG Racine, WI
45' Hunter 45 CC 2007 $ 249,900 S U S D FG Racine, WI
45' Hunter 456 2005 $ 249,900 S U S D FG Racine, WI
42' Hunter 44 AC 2003 $ 205,000 S U S D FG Racine, WI
41' Hunter 41 AC 2005 $ 174,900 S U S D FG Racine, WI
41' Hunter Deck Salon 2009 $ 236,470 S N S D FG Racine, WI
40' Beneteau First 40.7 2000 $ 165,900 S U S D FG Racine, WI
37' Hunter Legend 1987 $ 45,000 S U S D FG Racine, WI
36' Catalina 36 1986 $ 53,900 S U S D FG Racine, WI
36' Ericson 36C 1978 $ 37,900 S U S D FG Racine, WI
36' Hunter 356 2002 $ 119,950 S U S D FG Racine, WI
36' Hunter 356 2002 $ 116,900 S U S D FG Racine, WI
36' Hunter 36 2011 $ 170,126 S N S D FG Racine, WI
34' Hunter 34 1983 $ 29,500 S U S D FG Chicago, IL
34' Hunter 340 1999 $ 68,500 S U S D FG Racine, IL
33' Hunter 2006 $ 134,950 S U S D FG Chicago, IL
32' C&C 32 1981 $ 24,900 S U S D FG Chicago, IL
32' Ericson E-32 1972 $ 9,995 S U S D FG Racine, WI
30' Catalina 30T 1977 $ 8,500 S U S G FG Racine, WI
30' Irwin Citation 1979 $ 16,200 S U S D FG Kenosha, WI
29' Ericson 29 1974 $ 13,495 S U S G FG Racine, WI
28' Hunter 280 1996 $ 23,900 S U S D FG Kenosha, WI
28' Tartan Piper 1994 $ 39,800 S U S D FG Racine, WI
27' Hunter 27 Edge 2009 $ 47,551 S U S G FG Racine, WI
26' Balboa trailer 26 1974 $ 5,895 S U S G FG racine, WI
25' O'Day 25 1983 $ 7,750 S U S D FG Racine, WI
POWER 
33' Chris-Craft 336 1985 $ 29,995 P U T G FG Racine, WI
31' Maxum 3100SE 2004 $ 74,900 P U T G FG Chicago, IL
31' Wellcraft 3100 Expres 1983 $ 23,350 P U T G FG Racine, WI
30' Sea Ray 305 Sedan Bridge 1988 $ 19,950 P U T G FG Racine, WI
30' Sea Ray Sundancer 1989 $ 24,500 P U T G FG Racine, WI
29' Chaparral Signature 280 2008 $ 103,925 P U T G FG Racine, WI
29' Tiara 2900 Open 2001 $ 97,500 P U T G FG Racine, WI
24' Wellcraft Martinique 2400 1995 $ 14,500 P U S G FG Racine, WI
21' Yar-Craft 209 TFX 2009 $ 41,859 P U S G FG Racine, WI
20' Chaparral 204 SSi 2009 $ 35,719 P N S G FG Racine, WI
20' Robalo 200R 2005 $ 31,228 P U S G FG Racine, WI
14' Walker Bay 430 Generation 2009 $ 19,500 P N S G FG Racine, WI
13' AB Inflatables 13 VS M... 2010 $ 12,995 P N S G HP Racine, WI
12' AB Inflatables 12 VS M... 2010 $ 11,995 P N S G HP Racine, WI

CODES
P=Power
S=Sail
C=Commercial
N=New
U=Used
S=Single
T=Twin
D=Diesel
G=Gas/Petrol
W=Wood
ST=Steel 
AL=Aluminum 
FG=Fiberglass
CP=Composite
FC=FerroCement 
O=AOther/None

Yacht Brokerage 

AB & Achilles Inflatables

Boat Slips 

Ship’s Store

Winter Storage

Full Service Yacht Yard

Nissan Outboard Motors

Fiberglass & Gelcoat Work

Advertise with your 
business card

only $10/month
Contact Kim in the office, 

or e-mail Paul at ptobias@wi.rr.com


